
Vision Sunday                       May 5, 2013                             5th in series, NRHBC Core Values 

 1 

 
This past month we have been identifying and highlighting in red ink the core values that have 
guided our church’s past as well as our future. We have been building momentum toward today: 
Vision Sunday. 
 
As NRHBC, we have identified five core values, five “vitamins” for a healthy church. Today we will 
focus on the value of evangelism. 
 
Evangelism Matters  
 
A church must embrace God’s Great Commission. 
 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 
“and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to 
teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2) 

 
We have been quoting Romans 1:16 to one another this year: 
 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…” (Romans 
1:16a) 
 
One year ago today (May 6, 2012), you called me as your pastor. I am grateful to God for this 
opportunity and thankful to you for your kindness. You have welcomed us so warmly. The very first 
message I preached to you was on the importance of the gospel (Romans 1:1-7).1 From the 
beginning, I have labored to preach the importance of the gospel. I want to proclaim how the gospel 
has created us and changed us. And today, I want to reiterate, the gospel is too valuable to keep 
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to ourselves. During this past year, I have asked the Lord to place before us His vision for our 
future. 
 
The Timeline Leading Up to Today 
 
In September, the church staff met together in Grapevine. (By the way, I love the men and women 
God has called to this church staff.) It was in this meeting that we began to see some of what our 
future could look like start to take shape.  
 
On January 28, 2013, the Great Commission Council met for the first time. This ten-member group 
was formed from within our church body. They met, prayed, and deliberated for the better part of 
three months. Next, our Finance and Long Range Planning Committees met just a little more than 
two weeks ago. Lastly, our deacon body met on April 21, in one of the most encouraging meetings I 
have had in years. 
 
Throughout these series of meetings, we have had a chance to pray and think about our church’s 
future. I have spent time each Tuesday seeking the Lord, reading His Word, and sensing what He 
would have us to do in the years to come. I knew whatever the Lord led us to do would embrace the 
nations and the Metroplex because of HIS Great Commission. So, I have met and prayed with 
numerous leaders within our church as we brainstormed about the structures and strategies that will 
shape the kind of church NRHBC is for years to come. 
 
North Richland Hills Baptist - Church History 
 
As we consider the future our church, it is important to know where we have been. North Richland 
Hills Baptist Church has been a strong church in the middle of the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex for 
more than fifty-five years. We began as a church just a few months after “Dear Abby” began her 
column in 1956. Elvis recorded “Heartbreak Hotel” in January of that same year. Fifty-seven years 
ago no one would have speculated the record growth of the DFW area. Few could have foreseen our 
country’s confusion over sexuality and the onslaught of terrorism experienced in our recent history. 
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Few things are needed more in today’s world than Bible-saturated churches. North Richland Hills 
Baptist Church has been a church that has been innovative without being trendy. Throughout our 
history, we have shown that the gospel is too valuable to keep to ourselves. 
 
Evangelism Matters 
 
So, the Great Commission drives us. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Our church is fueled 
by a white-hot passion that all people worship Christ. People are either in Christ or they are not (1 
John 3:14); this matters here and for eternity. God’s heart is a missionary heart. It has been this 
way since the creation of the world (Genesis 12:1-3). God is a sending God. He sends because of His 
overflowing love for His own glory to be admired and worshipped. God sends because of His love for 
people (John 3:16). God has called our church to multiply and reproduce. Every person will spend an 
eternity in one of two places – with Christ in heaven or without Christ in hell. 
 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 
be saved.” (Acts 4:12) 
 
So, I am here today to outline a plan that will significantly impact our church’s future. I am here 
today to call on you to seek the Lord with eyes of faith. I am here today to call for people who have 
the spirit of Caleb (Numbers 13:30; 14:24). Caleb was 85 when he said, “Give me this hill,” as he 
sought to lead the people into the land God promised His people. I want to direct your thoughts and 
prayers on how to best embrace not only the Metroplex, but also the nations for the gospel. 
 
Better Together 
 
I want to call on our church to start a satellite church in North Forth Worth on Easter 
Sunday, April 20, 2014. 
 
I want to launch a three-year spiritual growth campaign called Better Together to begin this new 
work as well as to embrace the nations. I want to share with you why we should not only embrace 
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being one church in two locations but also why we should embrace Better Together to reach the 
nations for Christ. 
 
Better Together will include church planting in Vancouver with Pastor Victor Thomas. It will help us 
support Greg and Jennifer in SE Asia working with the T & D people who are mainly Buddhist. We will 
help reach the Mappalli people of India, a population of more than 8.8 million people, predominantly 
Muslim, where less than 2% know Christ. All of these will be blessed by our efforts through Better 
Together. 

 
Why Better Together? 
 
We must work diligently to make God’s glory and His gospel known to this generation. 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.” (John 9:4) 
 
We must embrace the Metroplex because of the reputation of Christ. We want to spread the glory of 
God throughout our area and the nations. The Bible causes us to think about our hometown as 
mission center and then move out. 
 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
 
We have to be serious about reaching the DFW Metroplex because it is our “Jerusalem.” Dallas/Fort 
Worth is the fourth largest metro area in the United States. Between the years of 1900 and 2000, 
more than 1 million additional people moved here. From 2010 to 2040 the region is projected to 
grow by 3.9 million people or by more than 60%. If the DFW area were a state, it would rank 17th in 
population ahead of such states as Tennessee and Missouri.2 DFW is larger than 34 states in 
population and larger than nine states in land area.3 
 
Why Me? – The Personal Story 
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As the senior pastor of our church, I am convinced that I have a stewardship to the 115 people who 
first began this church on this very property where five homes were purchased to begin this work. 
Christian leaders, and specifically pastors, are to lead by conviction - not surveys and opinion polls. 
For many leaders in the secular world, the horizon of leadership is often no more distant than the 
next quarterly or board meeting. For the Christian leader, the horizon and frame of reference for 
leadership is infinitely greater. We know that our leadership is set upon the horizon of eternity (2 
Corinthians 5:10). What we do matters now, of course, but what we do matters for eternity - 
precisely because we serve an eternal God and we lead those human beings for whom he has an 
eternal purpose.4 I am conscious that I am entrusted with the responsibility to lead our 
congregation.  
 
Jesus once told of a wealthy man who went on a long journey. Before the man left, he entrusted his 
wealth to three servants. To one he gave five units, to another just two units, and to the last he gave 
only one. Jesus said each received, “according to his ability.” The servant with the five units invested 
them and made five more. The one entrusted with two units also traded with them, and made two 
more. The servant who had received only one unit dug a hole in the ground and hid it, keeping it 
safe - he thought. 
 
When the rich man returned, he demanded an accounting. The servant who had received five units 
but turned in ten was richly praised and rewarded. “Well done, good and faithful servant,” said the 
master. “You have been faithful over a little, so I will set you over much.”  
 
The last servant, who hid his master’s wealth in the ground, returned what he had been given; 
nothing lost, but nothing gained. The master rebuked him harshly, calling him wicked and taking his 
stewardship away. 
 
Then Jesus set down this principle:  
 



Vision Sunday                       May 5, 2013                             5th in series, NRHBC Core Values 

 6 

“For to everyone who has more will be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away.” (Matthew 25: 14-30) 
 
We cannot rest on our past successes. I have one life to live and I must not waste it on trivial 
matters.  
 
God spoke to me in a dorm room on the first floor of University of Kentucky in the fall of 1991. I was 
called to spend my life reaching people for Christ. I don’t intend to bury my talent or the gospel. 
 
Why a Second Location? 
 
New classes, new groups, and new churches grow faster than older ones. Virtually all the great 
evangelistic challenges of the New Testament are basically calls to create churches, not simply to 
share the faith. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) is not just a call to 'make disciples' but 
to baptize. Today, we must treat North America and the DFW area as a mission field, just as we treat 
India, Africa, or Japan. 
 
The time where Christianity is given the preferred status in our nation is quickly leaving. Long-
established congregations develop traditions such as times of worship, length of services, emotional 
responsiveness, and thousands of other tiny customs. New residents are almost always reached 
more effectively by new congregations. New congregations empower new people and do so much 
more quickly and readily than older churches. Christian countries will have to maintain vigorous, 
extensive church planting simply to stay Christian!5 
 
In 1900, there was one church for every 3,800 people. Today, there is one church for every 6,100 
people. The Southern Baptist Convention has set a goal to start 15,000 new congregations in North 
America by 2022. 
 
Our leadership proposes that we ask our church to give over their present levels for two purposes:  
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1) Purchase land in north Fort Worth for a second site; 
 
2) Use twenty percent of all Better Together monies for mission 
endeavors (North American Missions, International Missions, and 
local evangelistic endeavors). This will amount to more than 
$600,000 for other mission causes. 
 
Think with me a moment about Vancouver, Canada and the need 
for Better Together . In Canada, there are 115,000 people to each 
church. More than 90% of the Canadian people do not attend 
Bible-teaching/preaching church.  

 
Victor Thomas is from a family with seven generations serving as pastors. He told his friends he 
would never be a pastor. Victor is from South Africa and he launched The Point Church. He arrived in 
Vancouver four years ago promising his wife, they’d never stay. But God broke the hearts of both 
Victor and his wife, Candice, for the city of Vancouver. The Point Church meets in four locations and 
averages around 90 people each week. 
 
Victor shares this story, “One lady heard about Jesus for the first time and said ‘Wow. He seems like 
an amazing person. Where can I learn more about Him?’ I told her there’s a whole book about Him 
called the Bible.” 
 
“She went home and read through the New Testament in a couple days and gave her life to Christ.” 
 
“She said, ‘I wonder why no one ever told me about Him before,’” recounted Thomas. “I was amazed 
she had never heard the name Jesus.”6 
 
The gospel is too valuable to keep to ourselves. 
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North Fort Worth 
 
Not only is DFW among the fastest growing areas in the United States, but the North Tarrant County 
and Southern Denton County regional areas were among the fastest growing districts between 2000-
2010.7 Tarrant County is expected to experience more than a thirty percent growth rate between 
2005-2040. Much of this growth is expected in the northern part of the Tarrant County along 
Highway 287 and I-35W. For those of us who live here, this isn’t a surprise. What may be a surprise 
to many of you is that 68% of people who will make North Fort Worth their home are lost. 

 

If you travel up Highway 287 and exit Bonds Ranch Road, turn left under the 
highway. You will find the property we are proposing as a satellite campus just to 
the South and West of 287. Just north of this site, Wal-Mart is building a 180 square 
foot facility. Costco announced this week they will build south of this proposed site. 
Placing the church here along Highway 287 positions our second location in a 
strategic position for growth.  
 

Through the months of study, one statistic has continually lodged itself in our minds. This church 
would serve the Northwest Independent School District. The Northwest ISD is projected to have 
approximately 100,000 students by 2020. To place this stat in perspective, the Birdville Independent 
School District has a little more than 24,000 students. This area is ready to explode with growth in 
the days to come.  
 
It is here that I am proposing that we start a second location. This second location would be an 
extension of North Richland Hills Baptist Church and would share the same beliefs, vision, budget, 
and leadership as the original campus. Essentially, this is one church meeting in two locations. We 
are working out the details to give you an opportunity to go out and touch the land on Sunday 
afternoon, May 19. Watch the worship guide for more details. 
 
Why Multisite? 
 



Vision Sunday                       May 5, 2013                             5th in series, NRHBC Core Values 

 9 

1. Multisite will ensure our future. 
 
We will reach more people with two sites. Our church has a stewardship to share the gospel with the 
millions of people here. Again, the gospel is too valuable to keep to ourselves. We cannot rely on 
yesterday’s successes and rest on our laurels. Instead, we must make every effort to expand God’s 
kingdom in our backyard. The second location will come alongside us to raise missionaries and 
mission monies in future decades. 
 
2. Drive time matters. 
 
The distance people must drive to get to our North Richland Hills campus will limit our church. Just 
as your bank has many locations, a church places itself in many locations to reach the people. A 
second location can reduce the amount of drive time for people to gain access to us.  
 
3. Our style matters. 
 
Within the Northeast section of Tarrant County, NRHBC is one of the largest churches. But, you love 
this church because we are not a franchised church. We are known as a place where multiple 
generations worship in one building. We stand out because of excellent ministries for children, 
students, young couples, singles, and seniors. Our Sunday Morning Bible Study options continue to 
attract people throughout our area. All kinds of people drive past other churches to us. By doing so, 
they are making a conscious decision to seek out our church amidst others. 
 
We are not trying to be like other churches by becoming multi-site; we are attempting to be faithful 
to the Great Commission. More than 800,000 people claim no church affiliation in North Forth Worth. 
 
Better Together - What I’m Asking For: 
 
1. We will need to raise more than $4 million.  
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This amount needs to be over and above our regular giving in the next three years. From 
this $4 million, we will give more than $600,000 to other mission causes such as Victor Thomas of 
The Point Church in Vancouver and Greg and Jennifer of the T & D people of SE Asia. 
 
2. We will need 150 people to form the Core Group. 
 
We need 150 people (including families with teenagers and elementary age children) to begin 
worshipping at the new location Sunday, April 20, 2014. We need spiritual leaders to go out the new 
location. We need people who will set up and tear down chairs and platforms and sound equipment 
for more than three years. We need “Calebs” in the second location. While more of us will stay here 
than will go there, the time is now. 
 
“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.” (John 9:4) 
 
They will begin a rented facility until the land is paid for and monies will be raised for phase two, 
new building construction. 
 
3. We need to fast and pray.  
 
Pray as we are still in negotiation on the land. Pray for us to reach the people of North Fort Worth. 
Pray for the people here in North Richland Hills. Pray for NRHBC’s new Spanish speaking service to 
flourish under the leadership of Pastor Manuel Sosa. Pray for the T & D people of SE ASIA and 
missionaries Greg & Jennifer. Pray for Victor Thomas of The Point Church in Vancouver. Pray for the 
Mappalli people of India and consider joining us in April/May 2014. 
 
The Holy Spirit uses “extraordinary prayer” — united, persistent, and kingdom-centered prayer.  
What is important is not the number of people praying but the nature of the praying. There is a 
difference between “maintenance” and “frontline” praying. Maintenance prayer meetings are short, 
mechanical, and focused on physical needs inside the church. In contrast, the three basic traits of 
frontline prayer are these: 
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1. A request for grace to confess sins and to humble ourselves; 

 
2. A compassion and zeal for the flourishing of the church and the reaching of the lost; 

 
3. A yearning to know God, to see his face, to glimpse his glory.8 
 

I need you to pray because I do not have all the answers. The strategy is bigger than our collective 
resources and intellects. Only God can bring this together and we need God to move. 
 
4. Vote “Yes” on June 2. 
 
On Sunday night, June 2, we will worship and we will vote. There will be nine Better Together 
listening sessions over the next two weeks. During these nine listening sessions, I will be dealing 
with many of the details of this endeavor that I am not able to cover here. I will be dealing with the 
“how” question during these sessions; today I am dealing with the “why” question. During these 
listening sessions, you will be invited to ask your questions. You are welcome to attend any one of 
these. The schedule is in today’s worship guide. 
 
On Wednesday night, May 29, our Business Administrator, Jerry Stamps, will talk in more depth 
about the project’s financing. We will vote because we are purchasing land. Multi-site is a strategy to 
change lives, communities, and the world. 80% of approximately $4 million goes to pay the land and 
start the church. 20%of approximately $4 million goes to other mission causes. I’m calling on you to 
have eyes of faith as did Joshua and Caleb in Old Testament times. 
 
Retreat or risk? 
 
Throughout redemptive history, that question has confronted God’s people. And while I want you to 
think carefully about this endeavor and seek the Lord throughout this next week, we should make no 
mistake about what we’re considering.  
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What God is calling us to do is to make a sacrifice. And Jesus Christ is something — someone— 
worth losing everything for.  
 
Months ago, I spoke to you about the nineteenth century missionary, Adoniram Judson. Judson was 
America’s first real missionary. When he asked his prospective father-in-law for his daughter’s hand 
in marriage, these were his words: 
 

“I have now to ask whether you can consent to part with your daughter early next spring, to see 
her no more in this world? Whether you can consent to her departure to a heathen land, and her 
subjection to the hardships and sufferings of a missionary life? Whether you can consent to her 
exposure to the dangers of the ocean; to the fatal influence of the southern climate of India; to every 
kind of want and distress; to degradation, insult, persecution, and perhaps a violent death? Can 
you consent to all this, for the sake of Him who left His heavenly home and died for her and for 
you; for the sake of perishing, immortal souls; for the sake of Zion and the glory of God? Can you 
consent to all this, in hope of soon meeting your daughter in the world of glory, with a crown of 
righteousness brightened by the acclamations of praise which shall resound to her Saviour from 
heathens saved, through her means, from eternal woe and despair?”9 
 
When we really believe this, then risking everything we are and everything we have, to know and 
obey Christ is no longer a matter of sacrifice. To let go of the pursuits, possessions, pleasures, 
safety, and security of this world in order to follow Jesus wherever he leads, no matter what it costs, 
is not sacrificial as much as it is smart. 
 
The gospel is too valuable to keep to ourselves. 
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